[Screening of drugs inhibiting cholesterol synthesis].
The biosynthesis of fusidin, an antibiotic of steroid structure, was used as a model of steroid synthesis. Screening of compounds modifying the fusidin synthesis included 80 strains of mycelial fungi. A high frequency of such fungal cultures was observed. 9 cultures forming compounds which inhibited the synthesis of cholesterol in the cell culture of human hepatocytes were screened. A method for biological estimation of the activity of cholesterol synthesis inhibitors was developed on rabbits with high blood levels of cholesterol. It was shown that the cholesterol synthesis inhibitors, isolated as a result of the specific screening were not toxic and markedly lowered the cholesterol blood levels.